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Opponents say the law
ould result in bigger case-
ads for an already-overload-
d Adult Protective Services
d that Colorado's cash-
rapped budget cant handle
e extra cost. Others, particu-
larly caregivers, worry that
v may be unfairly accused
f crimes they didn’t comumit.
torey doesn't buy either ar-
ment.

“What is the cost to an indi-
dual who has somebody abus-
hig them?” he asked.
InFebruary zo10, Storey’s of-
ice started an elder-abuse
#init. In its first year, the unit
rosecuted about 2§ cases;
oughly two-thirds of those
were financial crimes, with the
emainder being physical and
xual abuse, Storey said,
Among those cases were fwo
“women charged with stealing
“from residents at an Arvada se-
gior living center, a man who
ook $10,900 from a Wheat
Ridge couple for roofing work

“he never did and a man convict-

ad of attacking an 82-year-old
“fan in a movie-theater bath-
‘room and stealing his credit
“card.

~ The attacker, who was con-
“icted in August, teld police he
cused on the man because he

The unit has shown that el-
der abuse is underreported
wand underinvestigated, Storey
ssaid.
He also has learned that
ained investigators with ex-
ertise in elder abuse are able
distinguish between injuries
aused by normal aging, such
as bruises, and those that are
the result of abuse,

Jane Walsh, the deputy dis-
trict attorney in charge of the
Boulder County DA’s Coramu-
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nity  Protection  Division,
agreed.

“The expertise is there to
know what it is when you see
if,” Walsh said.

BEoulder County District At-
torney Stan Garnett said he
also supports the idea of man-
datory reporting for elder
abuse or neglect but noted “the
devilis in the details.”

Caseloads already large

Dora-Lee Larson, executive
director of the Denver Domes-
tic Violence Coordinating
Council, said she supports the
law, as long as it is accompa-
nied by funding so casework:
ers have the resources to mee!
expanded need.

In fiscal year 2010-11, Adul
Protective Services receivec
10,846 reports statewide anc
opened 4,481 new cases. Case
workers had an average case
load of 31 per worker state
wide; in the 1o largest counties
it was an average of 34 case
per worker. The national rec
ommended standard is 25, ac
cording to the Colorado De
partment of Human Services.

DHS spokeswoman Liz Mc
Donough declined io commer
on the potential legislation be
cause a bill has not been draf
ed.

But Walsh said there seem
to be no good explanation fc
why Colorado doesn’t have
mandatory-reporting la
when almost every state does

“It’s clearly working in 4
other states,” she said. “S
what’s so different about Col:
rado that we couldn’t do
here?”
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